


transponders, acoustic release transponders and associated
deck command units, representatives said.

The Ranger system offers high-performance, survey-grade
acoustic positioning that helps track remotely operated vehi-
cles and towfish and can be used as a reference for dynam-
ically positioned vessels, according to a statement from
Sonardyne. The portable Ranger-Pro package is intended for
the most advanced survey applications and can be tem-
porarily installed on vessels of opportunity, Sonardyne said.
It incorporates “ping-stacking” technology, which provides
one-second position update rates independent of water
depth, the tracking of up to 10 targets and full ocean depth
operating range, the company said.

Cammell Laird Gibraltar
Changes its Name to Gibdock

Cammell Laird Gibraltar (Gibraltar) representatives
announced recently that the company’s name has changed
to Gibdock following the sale of rights in the brand to
Cammell Laird Shiprepairers and Shipbuilders (Birkenhead,
England) for an undisclosed sum.

“We feel that the name Gibdock reflects our yard’s strate-
gic location at the entrance of the Mediterranean, but also
emphasizes the unique role the dockyard plays in the local
community and in local industry,” said Joe Corvelli,
Gibdock chief executive. “It says where we are, but also
expresses the investment both we and our workers make in
this yard. Our management, our ownership and those com-
mitments do not change with this transaction.”

SeeByte Announces Successful Confined Area
Search Trial on Bluefin Robotics HAUV

SeeByte (Edinburgh, Scotland) announced recently that it
has completed a successful confined area search (CAS) trial
on Bluefin Robotics’ (Cambridge, Massachusetts) hovering
autonomous underwater vehicle (HAUV) with the U.S.
Office of Naval Research.

The goal of the trial was to demonstrate the automatic
tracking of the propeller shafts of a ship hull, SeeByte repre-
sentatives said. In this task, the HAUV and SeeByte’s control
technology software detected both shafts, tracked each and
returned to the starting point autonomously, they continued.

“We are proud of the team that worked very hard for these
achievements,” said Dr. Scott Reed, SeeByte’s engineering
manager. “The CAS technology proved it was able to com-
municate, take control and act out an inspection task, show-
case real-time 3D reconstruction of the complex areas and
accomplish all of this autonomously.”

“We are pleased to see the success of this system and
value the mutually beneficial partnership we’ve had with
SeeByte,” said Dr. Jerome Vaganay, Bluefin Robotics project
manager. “The underwater security sector is continuously
growing and demanding new capability. The technological
accomplishments demonstrated by the HAUV with the
SeeByte software will prove beneficial for a number of new
applications even beyond the security sector.”

Seatronics Ltd. Becomes Exclusive Agent
For Bowtech Products Ltd. in Asia, Gulf of Mexico

Seatronics Ltd. (Aberdeen, Scotland) said that it has
reached an agreement with Bowtech Products Ltd.
(Aberdeen) to be the exclusive agent for Bowtech’s special-

ized visual inspection systems in the Middle and Far East
and Gulf of Mexico regions.

“Seatronics is a market leader in its field and continues to
offer state-of-the-art products and engineering solutions to
the marine industry,” said David Currie, Seatronics manag-
ing director. “Bowtech Products Ltd. has an unrivaled repu-
tation, and we are looking forward to promoting and sup-
porting their specialized equipment.”

KD Marine, Mermaid Offshore Services Enter
Alliance Agreement for Diving Support Vessel

KD Marine Ltd. (Aberdeen, Scotland) and Si Racha,
Thailand-based Mermaid Offshore Services (MOS) have
entered into an alliance agreement that will enable KD
Marine to provide fully integrated saturation, air diving,
daughter craft and remotely operated vehicle (ROV) services
from the Mermaid Endurer in the European market, accord-
ing to a statement from KD Marine. KD Marine said it will
act as the lead contractor in the alliance, providing diving
and project management services, while MOS will provide
the diving support vessel (DSV), marine and ROV services.

The Mermaid Endurer is a 95-meter dynamically posi-
tioned DSV that is being built in the Bergen Group BMV
shipyard in Bergen, Norway, and which features a 300-
meter saturation diving system, air dive and ROV systems, a
100-ton crane, and a 1,000-square-meter work deck space,
KD Marine representatives said.

KD Marine said it plans to install its purpose-built daugh-
ter craft and launching system on the vessel. This system
enables air diving and inspection activities to be carried out
simultaneously from the ROV and the principal support ves-
sel, representatives said.

The vessel is scheduled to be delivered to MOS in the first
half of this year, the representatives continued.

Sensor Technology Ltd. Designs, Delivers
Advanced Array Hydrophones to PanGeo Subsea

Collingwood, Canada-based Sensor Technology Ltd.
(SensorTech) said it recently designed and delivered a pro-
totype batch of advanced array hydrophones to PanGeo
Subsea (St. John’s, Canada) for deployment on its newly
developed Sub-Bottom Imager™ (SBI).

“The hydrophones represent one of the most ambitious
designs to emerge from SensorTech’s new product develop-
ment/prototyping department,” said Sylvain Terzolo,
SensorTech’s lead designer on the project.

SensorTech designed the custom hydrophones to meet
specifications provided by PanGeo Subsea. Five individual
array hydrophones are mounted to a remotely operated
vehicle (ROV) skid, spanning 3.3 meters when fully extend-
ed and folding to 1.8 meters for ROV deployment and
retrieval. The SBI delivers high-resolution volumetric images
four meters wide and five meters deep and real-time data-
processing using proprietary software, SensorTech said.

The PanGeo Subsea SBI technology is a fusion of beam
forming, synthetic aperture sonar processing, and paramet-
ric and chirp transmission. The SBI is used for site assess-
ment prior to pipeline laying to identify geohazards and
debris lying in, or near, the pipeline route. �

For more information on any of these department news
items, visit www.sea-technology.com.
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